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Teaching and Learning 
 
At the Federation of Great Ellingham and Rocklands Primary Schools, we believe that learning should 
be a lifelong process and a rewarding and enjoyable experience for everyone. Through our teaching 
we focus on inspiring the children to learn, equipping them with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding necessary to be autonomous learners who reach their full potential. We believe that 
appropriate teaching and learning experiences contribute to children becoming successful learners, 
who lead rewarding lives as responsible citizens.  
 
Principles  
 

• to support the Federation Vision: 
 
 ‘Within the Federation of Great Ellingham and Rocklands Primary Schools every child is 
nurtured towards becoming a confident member of society, an inquisitive learner; and one 
who aspires to excellence.’ 
 

• to develop a community of learners where learning is valued, enjoyed, supportive and 
lifelong  

• to enable children to become confident, resourceful, enquiring and independent learners  

• raise levels of attainment and progress for all pupils, enabling them to achieve their personal 
best 

• to encourage children to take pride in their work and the work of others  



• to develop children’s self-respect and encourage children to respect the ideas, attitudes, 
values and feelings of others regardless of race, gender, disability and culture  

• to uphold fundamental British values 

 
Equal Opportunities 
In accordance with the federation’s equal opportunities policy, all children at Great Ellingham Primary 
School and Rocklands Primary School must be given full access to the National Curriculum.  Staff will 
endeavour to help all children reach their full potential regardless of race, gender, age, disability or 
special educational need. 
 
Learning Culture  
 
Pupils will: 

• feel safe – respect, value and give support for each other as learners  

• take risks with their learning 

• recognise mistakes and errors as a learning opportunity  

• hold high expectations – learning behaviour, progress in learning, presentation etc.  

• develop high aspirations 

• develop a 'Can do' attitude  

Adults will: 

• establish positive working relationships with all children in the school 

• model and teach expected behaviour for learning for all pupils (within our Positive Behaviour 
Policy)  

• treat children fairly, with kindness and respect and with encouragement, praise and rewards 
for all  

 
NB: The above need to be actively taught through our Learning to Learn Week (in September), 
assemblies focusing on our Superhero Learners and through our reward system.  
 
Effective Learning  
 
People learn in different ways. Learning opportunities should incorporate a range of strategies in 
order to engage children in learning and meet the needs of all learners.  
 
These could include:  

• investigation and problem solving  

• research  

• whole-class work  

• group work (in groups selected for different reasons)  

• paired work  

• individual work  

• independent work, which is child directed 

• collaborative work  

• selecting and using relevant resources to support learning  

• asking and answering questions  

• use of IT including visual images, film, interactive teaching resources etc.  

• fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest  

• guest visitors and performances  



• creative activities  

• debates, discussions, oral presentations and other speaking and listening strategies  

• drama techniques  

• designing and making things  

• participation in athletic or physical activity  

• setting challenges for themselves  

• enquiry based learning 
 
Children should be taught to take responsibility for their own learning; to review the way they learn 
and how they learn and how to overcome challenges in their learning by referencing the Learning 
Superheroes. 
 
Effective Teaching  
 
Assessment for learning will be evident in planning and in lessons to ensure lessons are well paced 
and all pupils make progress in learning.  
 
Learning Objectives  

• clear and focused based on learning rather than task  

• displayed and/or discussed 

• explained to the children  

• based on prior attainment, knowledge and understanding  
 

Success Criteria  

• break down the learning taking place  

• include the steps or 'ingredients' the children need to be successful in their learning  

• are identified by the teacher during the planning process  

• are usually generated with/shared with the children during the lesson  

• are referred to during the lesson  
 

Plenary  

• used within and at the end of lessons 

• reviews progress towards learning objective and success criteria  

• allows adults, and children, to address misconceptions, make improvements and add further 
challenge  

• learning may be applied to different contexts  

• time to reflect on the 'how' of learning in addition to 'what' has been learnt  
 

Outcome  

• what will be achieved by the children by the end of the lesson  

• the learning activity/evidence of learning  

• sufficient time given to enable children to achieve meaningful learning  

• differentiated according to the levels at which the children are working  
 

Differentiation  

• takes place throughout the lesson  

• is matched to children's attainment and next steps in learning 

• all children have the opportunity to be challenged 



• meets the needs of the more able through high level questioning, targeted activities and 
extension activities  

• when planning work for children with Special Educational Needs, information and targets 
contained in the children’s Pupil Profiles are addressed  

• may occur through adult support; range and level of resources; time; task; different 
outcomes  
 

Adult Input  

• engages children in the learning  

• is active and interactive  

• has appropriate pace to ensure maximum learning takes place  

• responds to, and is adapted to, ongoing assessment during the lesson  

• clearly models successful learning/the learning activity  

• shares success criteria  

• is flexible according to the learning taking place e.g.  
o different inputs for different groups  
o different start times for different groups   
o guided groups etc.  

 
Questioning  

• questions will be asked to assess learning, challenge and deepen thinking and understanding  

• the range will include open/closed; higher and lower order  

• will be differentiated  

• opportunities will be planned for children to develop their own questions and questioning  
 

Feedback & Marking  

• see federation Marking and Feedback Policy 
 

Self & Peer Assessment  

• children have opportunities to self and peer assess  

• guidelines are discussed, agreed and developed with the children  

 

Targets  

• easily accessible and referred to regularly  

• are related to children's levels of attainment and next steps learning  

• are set for writing, reading and maths  
 

Active Learning  

• children are given opportunities to be involved in the learning throughout the lesson  

• a range of strategies are used  

• there is an appropriate balance of adult/pupil talk  
 
Opportunities are planned to enable children to develop and apply their skills, knowledge and 
understanding across the curriculum.  
 
All of the above are fulfilled through effective use of teachers’ professional time in line with the 
current Teachers’ Pay and Conditions Document: 
 



• Directed time: time spent on duties as directed by the Executive Headteacher.  At least 10% 
of teaching time must be allowed for planning, preparation and assessment (PPA time). The 
total directed time in a standard year is 1265 hours for a full time post. 

• Additional contractual time: time above and beyond directed time, required to discharge 
effectively professional duties- on or off school premises 

• Self-directed time: time spent working voluntarily, before or after directed time and taking 
place on or off school premises 

 
Learning Environment  
 
A stimulating environment sets the climate for learning, an exciting, well-organised classroom 
promotes independent use of resources and supports high quality learning.  

Teachers and children work together to establish an attractive, welcoming and well organised 
environment engendering respect, care and value for all resources.  

Classrooms should be bright and tidy, and should be word and number rich.  

Displays might be used to:  

• celebrate success  

• support class organisation – visual timetables, clearly labelled resources  

• promote independence by providing prompts – questions, support for when children are 
stuck  

• Support learning – working walls, presentation examples, interactive & challenging  

• displays are changed regularly and reflect the current topic/themes/ learning  
 
Teaching Assistants  
 
Teaching Assistants and other adult helpers are deployed throughout school to support learning as 
effectively as possible. They are involved in:  

• supporting learning and children's progress including leading groups e.g. guided reading 
groups, SEN structured activities 

• supporting assessments of children's understanding  

• developing children's independence  
 
Volunteer helpers, mainly parents, are directed by teachers to assist in some classrooms with 
general tasks: listening to readers, assisting on educational visits and in providing other help, such as 
gardening.  
 
The Role of Curriculum Subject Leaders  
 
Curriculum subject leaders take responsibility for their subject area across the Federation reporting 
to the SLT: 

• keep up to date with developments in their particular subject area are responsible for 
sharing this with colleagues  

• support colleagues to develop practice and subject knowledge to maximise progress  

• take the lead in policy development  

• create and implement an action plan for development of their subject area 

• monitor progress and attainment in subject areas   

• have responsibility for purchase and organisation of resources  

 
 



Responsibilities to Parents  
 
Parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. They are informed about what 
and how their children are learning by:  

• holding regular consultation evenings in which the progress made by each child, and his/her 
next steps learning, are explained and discussed  

• sending an annual report to parents explaining the progress made by their child and 
indicating areas for improvement; 

• sending short interim reports which summarise attainment and progress  

• explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework;  

• holding parent workshops to explain the work covered and the strategies and methods 
taught to the children.  

• providing information to parents at the start of each term via Class Newsletters and on the 
website in which we outline the learning areas and topics that the children will be covering 
that term;  

• keeping parents informed of a pupil's progress on a more regular basis if appropriate.  
 
Role of Governors  
 
Governors support, monitor and review the school policies on teaching and learning and hold the 
schools to account through the School Improvement and Curriculum Committee. 
In particular they:  

• support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources effectively;  

• ensure that the school buildings and premises are best used to support successful teaching 
and learning;  

• monitor teaching strategies in the light of health and safety regulations;  

• monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil 
attainment;  

• ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good quality 
teaching;  

• monitor the effectiveness of the Federation’s teaching and learning policies through the 
school’s self-evaluation processes. These may include reports from subject leaders and the 
termly Executive Headteacher’s report to governors, as well as a review of the in-service 
training sessions attended by staff.  

 
Monitoring & Evaluation  
 
This policy will be used to support the monitoring of teaching and learning throughout the 
Federation. 

 

Assessment, Marking and Feedback 
 
Rationale 
 
The purpose of assessment is central to helping all pupils make rapid progress and fulfil their potential. 
It is also necessary to provide a framework to ensure that learning objectives can be set and used to 
inform lesson planning, resources and targeted support. 



 
The Fundamental Principles of Assessment we are committed to: 
 

• Monitor progress and support learning. 

• Celebrate the achievements of pupils and identify areas for development. 

• Inform pupils of their progress and give guidance on how to improve. 

• Guide planning, teaching, additional support, curriculum development and the use 
of resources. 

• Communicate with parents/carers about pupils’ achievement. 

• Provide continuity for transition between phases. 

• Comply with statutory requirements. 
 

Roles & Responsibilities 
 
Teachers and Teaching assistants are responsible for carrying out summative and formative 
assessments (See Appendix 1) with individual pupils, small groups and whole classes, depending on 
the context. Where appropriate, these outcomes will be shared with pupils as part of an ongoing 
dialogue with them about their learning progress. The outcomes of summative assessments are 
reported to the federation senior leadership team. These outcomes will be shared with parents at 
Parent Consultation meetings and in each pupil’s Annual Report. 
 
The Executive Headteacher, as Assessment Co-ordinator, is responsible for ensuring that: 

• each class teacher uses Pupil Asset (the pupil tracking system) to record and analyse the 
performance of individuals and vulnerable groups. This information is used to set individual 
pupil progress targets.  

• summative assessment tasks are carried out and that this data is up-loaded to Pupil Asset.  

• teachers are held to account for the progress of individual pupils towards their end‐of year 
targets during pupil progress meetings (usually termly). 

• all staff are familiar with the Assessment, Marking and Feedback Policy and practice. 
 
The Federation SLT is responsible for: 

• monitoring standards in core subjects. 

• analysing pupil progress and attainment, including individual pupils and specific pupil groups 
in English and maths. 

• identifying pupils who are vulnerable to underachievement in relation to age expectations 
and prior attainment. 

• prioritising key actions to address underachievement of individuals and groups 

• reporting to Governors (SICC), in a meaningful way, on all key aspects of pupil progress and 
attainment, including current standards and trends over time. 

 
English and Maths Subject Leaders are responsible for: 

• ensuring that assessments of individual pupils are being carried out within the timescales 
given. 

• data received from teachers via Pupil Asset is analysed and shared with SLT and SICC 
governors. 

• monitoring standards in their subject according to assessment criteria set out in the National 
Curriculum. 

 
Marking and Feedback 
 
Effective marking and feedback should:  



• be: meaningful, manageable and motivating. 

• redirect or refocus either the teacher’s or the learner’s actions to achieve an objective.  

• be specific, accurate and clear.  

• encourage and support further effort.  

• be given sparingly so that it is meaningful.  

• put the onus on pupils to correct their own mistakes, rather than providing correct answers 
for them.  

• alert the teacher to misconceptions, so that the teacher can address these in subsequent 
lessons.  

 
Key Principles:  
  

• The sole focus of feedback should be to further children’s learning;  

• Evidence of feedback is incidental to the process; we do not provide additional evidence for 
external verification. 

• Feedback should empower children to take responsibility for improving their own work; it 
should not be the adults doing the thinking/work for the pupil.  

• Written comments should only be used as a last resort for the very few children who 
otherwise are unable to locate their own errors, even after guided modelling by the teacher.   

• Children should receive feedback either within the lesson itself or it in the next appropriate 
lesson. The ‘next step’ is usually the next lesson.  

• Feedback is a part of the school’s wider assessment processes which aim to provide an 
appropriate level of challenge to pupils in lessons, allowing them to make good progress.  

• New learning is fragile and usually forgotten unless explicit steps are taken over time to 
revisit and refresh learning. Teachers should be wary of assuming that children have 
securely learnt material based on evidence drawn close to the point of teaching it. 
Therefore, teachers will need to get feedback at some distance from the original teaching 
input when assessing if learning is now secure.  

 
Reporting to Parents 
 
The Federation sends mid-year short progress reports during the Autumn and Spring Terms.  These 
reports are given to parents during parents’ evenings to enable the report to be discussed. In July, 
annual reports are produced which combine detailed comments on a child’s general progress with 
information from the teacher showing whether the child is working towards, meeting or exceeding 
objectives for their year group. 
 
 
Monitoring, Moderation and Evaluation 
 
EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (writing) assessments are moderated every three years by the LA. Staff take part in 
formal and informal moderation sessions across the Federation, Cluster and the wider area. Some KS2 
moderation sessions for writing involve local high schools. New strategies will be implemented, as 
appropriate, as a result of moderations and reviews and in response to statutory requirements. 
Writing assessments, for all year groups, will be moderated across the federation during the year and 
within the local cluster. 
 
 
 



Assessment Policy – Appendix 1 
 

Summative Assessment 
What is it? 
This is ‘snapshot’ testing which establishes what a child CAN do at a given time. 
 

Strategy Purpose 

Statutory Assessments: 
Pupils are statutorily assessed at the end of Key Stage 
One and Key Stage Two. 
 
Pupils in Reception are assessed throughout the year 
using the assessment strands in the  guidance material 
for the Development Matters in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage 
(http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/wpcontent/ 
uploads/2012/03/Development‐Matters‐ 
FINAL‐PRINT‐AMENDED.pdf)  
At the end of the Foundation Stage a summative 
assessment is made in each of the 17 strands.  

To provide a summative end of key 
stage attainment result. It is a 
national yardstick against which to 
compare children’s performance.  
 

National Non‐Statutory Tests (In-Year Teacher 
Assessments) 
 
Commercially Produced Tests (e.g. Rising Stars, NFER, 
Twinkle, White Rose): 
Tests administered following the timetable provided 
by the SLT for attainment in Reading, Writing, 
Mathematics and Science. 

To provide an opportunity for 
schools to keep track of pupils’ 
progress and teachers’ 
expectations, and to enable 
schools to monitor progress 
through summative means at 
different points in the key stage.  
 

Baseline Assessments: 
Teacher assessments made at the beginning of entry 
to Reception using the assessment toolkit provided by 
Nfer 
 

To establish pupils’ abilities at the 
beginning of YR, so that 
subsequent progress in 
achievement can be compared 
with, and measured against, 
expected norms. 
They can also be used formatively, 
to identify strengths and areas to 
develop, and support teachers in 
providing appropriate learning 
experiences for individual pupils. 

End‐of‐Year Teacher Assessments: 
Teacher assessments are made for pupils in all year 
groups at the end of Yr. 1, 2,3,4,5 and 6.  Assessment 
against Key Objectives (working towards, expected, 
greater depth), informed by commercial tests (summer 
term) in Reading and Mathematics.  

This provides information to 
parents and to the next year’s 
teaching team. 
 

Class Tests: 
Created by an individual teacher (or year group) and 
used in day‐to‐day lessons (e.g. mental maths, times 
tables, spelling tests). 

To improve pupils’ skills and 
establish what they have 
remembered or learnt so far. 
 



End‐of‐Key‐Stage Teacher Assessment: 
In Years 2 and 6 teachers decide a level for each pupil’s 
attainment in the core subjects (English, Maths and 
Science), using the criteria of the level descriptions to 
make their professional judgements. 

To provide information to parents 
and for their next phase of 
education. 
 

 
Formative Assessment/Assessment for Learning 

What is it? 
 
Day‐to‐day, ongoing assessment as part of the repertoire of teaching strategies, based upon how 
well pupils fulfil learning objectives. It is about providing feedback and involving pupils in improving 
their learning. 

 

Strategy Purpose 
 

Planning: 
Identifies valid learning and assessment 
objectives that ensure differentiation and 
progression in delivery of the National 
Curriculum. 
 

Ensures clear learning objectives, 
differentiation and appropriate delivery of the 
National Curriculum; short‐term plans show 
how assessment affects next steps by the 
development of activities and contain 
assessment notes on pupils who need more 
help or more challenge. 

Sharing learning objectives with pupils: 
Pupils know and understand the learning 
objective for every task. 
 

Ensures that pupils are focused on the purpose 
of each task, encourages pupil involvement and 
comment on their own learning; keeps teachers 
clear about learning objectives. 

Pupil self‐evaluation and peer evaluation: 
Pupils are trained and encouraged, in oral or 
written form, to evaluate their own and their 
peers ‘achievements against the learning 
objective (and possibly beyond), and reflect on 
the successes or otherwise, of the learning 
process. 

Empowers each pupil to realise his or her own 
learning needs and to have control over future 
targets; provides the teacher with more 
assessment information – the pupil’s 
perspective. 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback: This must be meaningful, 
manageable and motivating. 

Tracks progress diagnostically, informs the 
pupil of successes and weaknesses, provides 
clear strategies for improvement and is mainly 
oral. 
 

Target setting: 
Targets set for individuals, over time, for 
ongoing aspects – e.g. writing. 
 

Ensures pupil motivation and involvement in 
progress; raises achievement and self‐esteem; 
keeps teacher informed of individual needs; 
provides a full record of progress. 

Celebrating Achievement: 
Making links between achievements explicit; 
treating all achievements in the same way and 
thus creating an inclusive learning ethos, rather 
than an emphasis on an external reward ethos. 

Celebrates all aspects of achievement, provides 
motivation and self‐esteem thus enabling 
pupils to achieve academic success more 
readily. 
 

 



Appendix 2 

Marking and Feedback 

Staff consultation has taken into account the recommendations of the DFE’s ‘Eliminating 
unnecessary workload around marking’ Report of the Independent Teacher Workload Review Group 

March 2016. 

After our own action research we advocate a ‘no marking’ policy adopted by many other successful 
schools. 

Marking will be minimal and extended comments on books have been replaced with an AFL 
(Assessment for Learning) centred approach which encourages teachers to review books regularly 
and adapt their teaching to the children’s needs. 

Marking MUST show: 

Annotation to the right of the Learning outcome (LO) of each child’s book at an opportune time (i.e. 
when there is sufficient work to make a judgement on whether a child has achieved the LO) will 
show whether the child is ‘working towards’, ’working at’ or ‘working above’ the LO/sequence of 
work. 

 

The following codes are to be used: 

WT = Working towards 

EXS = Expected standard 

GDS = Greater depth 

As custom and practice teachers should review progress in books before the next session in the 
teaching sequence. After reviewing books they should produce 2-5 specific teaching points and/or 
amend their subsequent plan to reflect the misconceptions or next steps needed to make rapid 
progress. This should be evident in monitoring by middle and senior leaders. 

Pupil Asset Multi-tick should be updated regularly for Science (and completely up-to-date when 
summative judgements are entered on Pupil Asset) reflecting the attainment for relevant LO or LOs. 
DNA ticks can then be used to form a secure summative judgement. 

Non-core subjects should be marked in the same way although multi-tick is not a requirement. 

 
 
 
 

 



Homework 
 
The Governors and staff believe that homework is an important aspect of a child’s education. We 
believe it encourages children to realise that learning can take place outside the classroom, as well as 
promoting independent learning, thus encouraging the child to take greater responsibility for their 
personal progress.  
Homework allows parents, carers and the school, to work in partnership for the benefit of their child. 
This policy is based on current government guidelines which emphasise the importance of homework 
and how it helps your child to learn. The guidelines include how much time pupils might reasonably 
be expected to spend on homework. While most parents do appreciate the value and importance of 
homework, a few feel that we do not set enough whilst others feel there is too much! The amount 
and type of homework we set is at a level which we believe to be reasonable and manageable as well 
as in line with the guidance provided. 
 
Aims 
 
Homework is encouraged throughout the school. To be most effective, parents, carers, staff and the 
children need to understand its purpose.  

• It reinforces skills which have been taught in school and gives children the opportunity to 
practice what they have learnt;  

• It encourages self-discipline as the children take responsibility for their learning;  

• It promotes independent learning  

• It provides teachers with the opportunity to support and extend individual children;  

• It sets standards for life and children become accustomed to working at home, preparing 
them for high school  

• It encourages children to share their learning with parents and carers. 

• It enables children to experience practical learning opportunities not easily provided within a 
school environment. 

 
 
 
Reading  
 
We expect children to read daily and that reading for pleasure is valued at all times and is not just 
confined to the total time spent completing homework. This would include fostering early reading 
skills, where appropriate. We want to promote a love of reading in every child. We encourage parents 
and carers to discuss their children’s books and ask questions about them to ensure that there is 
understanding of their book as well as accurate reading.  
 
Homework Schedules  
 
Homework is given on a regular basis across the school following the table below. From time to time, 
homework may vary in response to a particular activity such as an educational visit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year Group Guidelines 
  
Our expectations are that:  
 

Year 
group 

Daily reading Weekly 
online 
maths 
activities 
 

Weekly 
phonics/ 
spellings 
 

Weekly reading 
comprehension 
activity 

Topic based 
project 
(when 
appropriate) 

30 
Challenges 
(optional) 

R X 
(10minutes) 

 X   X 

1 X 
(10minutes) 

X X  X X 

2 X 
(10minutes) 

X X X X X 

3 X 
(15minutes+) 

X X X X X 

4 X 
(15minutes+) 

X X X X X 

5 X 
(15minutes+) 

X X X X X 

6 X 
(15minutes+) 

X X X X X 

 
 
 
Responsibilities  
 
It is our expectation that homework will be completed carefully and returned on time. Where 
homework is frequently missing or not completed, late or of poor quality, the children’s parents or 
carers will be contacted by the class teacher.  
 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The class teacher is responsible for ensuring that the homework policy is efficiently and effectively 
implemented within their class.  
Inclusion  
 
All children will have access to homework that is relevant to their current stage of learning.  
 
Equal Opportunities  
 
All children are provided with equal access to homework. We aim to provide suitable learning 
opportunities regardless of gender, religion, ethnicity or home background. 



 

Physical Education & Outdoor Learning 
 
In order to achieve a well-balanced programme of study for Physical Education at Great Ellingham 
Primary School and Rocklands Primary School we have endeavoured to create a broad, relevant and 
progressive curriculum which encompasses the areas of activity outlined in the National Curriculum, 
provides opportunities for children to participate in competitive sport and encourages every child to 
lead a lifelong, healthy and active lifestyle. 
 
Aims 
 

• To develop skilful use of the body, the ability to repeat and refine actions and to perform them 
with increasing control and fluency. 

• To develop an ability to select, link and apply skills, tactics and compositional ideas. 

• To improve observation skills and the ability to describe and make simple judgements on their 
own and others work, and to use these observations to improve performance. 

• To engage children in competitive sports and activities. 

• To promote fitness and healthy lifestyles in the growing child, to act as a springboard for healthy 
living in adulthood. 

• To provide opportunities for children to be physically active for sustained periods of time. 

• To encourage children to develop an awareness of and respect for safe practice in all areas of 
physical activity. 

• To develop imagination, creativity and self-expression. 

• To provide a sense of challenge and achievement. 

• To develop self-confidence, self-esteem and positive attitudes towards themselves and others. 
 

The aims support and develop the four core strands of learning, safety principles and social 
development. 
 
Approaches to Teaching and Learning 
 
When taking part in physical education children will learn specific skills in isolation and then learn to 
apply those skills in all areas of activity. These will include activities that develop cardiovascular health, 
flexibility, muscular strength and endurance.   
 
Children will be taught through some skills based lessons, where children follow a self-challenge 
approach, developing the fundamental movement skills at an increasingly challenging level. In EYFS 
and Key Stage One, these lessons may be linked to themes and projects where appropriate and will 
be taught using a range of stimuli, to include music, poetry and stories. 
 
Other lessons will be taught through units of work specific to one activity, for example gymnastics, 
athletics or games. These lessons will provide opportunities for children to access a broad range of 
activities and allow children to identify activities as individual sports. Children will be taught the basic 
rules and principles of these sports, which may lead to them participating competitively in the future. 
 
Within all lessons, children will be given the opportunity to: 

• Explore and investigate their body and its potential and limitations. 

• Use and investigate their surrounding and apparatus. 

• Be encouraged to experiment and challenge. 



• Acquire skills and techniques. 

• Creatively use their discoveries and skills. 
 
In addition we make use of specialist coaches to deliver aspects of the curriculum and the Cluster 
Sports Programme has facilitated teaching from PE specialists working at Attleborough Academy 
Norfolk. 
 
Positive attitudes and safe practice 
 
We teach children to observe the conventions of fair play, honest competition and good sporting 
behaviour as individuals, team members and spectators.  We involve children in the continuous 
process of planning, performing and evaluating what they do and encourage them to recognise and 
respect ability and success and also to work positively to improve and consolidate performance. 
 
When competing in sport both within physical education lessons and at additional sporting events, 
children are taught to demonstrate good sportsmanship, respect and a positive attitude towards the 
opponent and any officials.  

 
We teach children to respond readily to instructions and to recognise and follow relevant rules and 
safety procedures.  Our safety procedures include: 

• Proper preparation for exercise; including a safety check, warm up and warm down. 

• Jewellery to be made safe, or removed. 

• The safe lifting, carrying and placing of equipment. 
 

Children are expected to respect equipment, look after it and return it after use. 
 
Areas of activity 
 
In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 teaching seeks to enhance the children’s range of experience in 
physical activities.  Children develop their fundamental movement skills and begin to apply basic 
movements in a range of activities. Pupils will also develop their knowledge and understanding of 
games and sports.  Physical Education focuses upon Games, Dance and Gymnastics. 
 
Throughout Key Stage 2 we will progressively build upon and develop the knowledge, skills and 
understanding children have acquired during key stage one. Pupils will continue to master the 
fundamental movements skills already taught, and will learn how to apply these skills within different 
activities. Children will be taught Dance, Games, Gymnastics, and Athletics.  In years 4, 5 and 6 the 
curriculum will also include Outdoor and Adventurous Activities and Swimming.  Other year groups, 
particularly year 3, will participate in some OOA type activities. 
 
Dance: In dance, gesture, rhythm and awareness of space in the patterns made by the body are of 
great importance.  The focus is to develop control of the body and use it expressively to convey ideas 
and meaning through strength and grace in movement. 
 
Games: The focus of games is concerned with developing individual motor skills, hand-eye 
coordination and social interaction.  We teach children the skills, tactics and principles that will enable 
them to play modified, competitive, net, striking/fielding and invasion games.  
 
Gymnastics: This strand is concerned with acquiring and developing flexibility, strength, technique, 
control and balance. It is based on a range of travelling movements using different parts of the body, 



which include variation in level, speed and direction.  Children are given the opportunity to apply these 
skills to create and perform sequences on the floor and by using apparatus. 
 
Athletics: Children will be taught the skills and principles of running, jumping, throwing and catching 
and take part in competition to challenge themselves as individuals and in groups.  They will begin to 
understand the need for precision and accuracy, speed, power and stamina. 
 
Swimming: It is important that children learn to swim and have confidence in and under the water.  
The teaching of a range of strokes aids children in being able to swim the recognised distance of 25m 
suggested in the National Curriculum Programme of Study. It is also important that children are taught 
how to perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations. 
 
Outdoor and Adventurous Activities: This area of the curriculum develops the children’s problem 
solving skills through compass use, orienteering, team activities and outdoor survival skills. Outdoor 
and adventurous activities challenge children both individually and within a team and aim to 
encourage a love of being outdoors. 
 
Cycling: The schools offer a course on safety for cyclists to children in upper key stage two. This 
encourages children to use bicycles outside of school and gives children the opportunity to continue 
this healthy practice into later life. 
 
Planning 
 
Physical Education is planned and delivered through half-termly units of work.  All children currently 
receive two physical activity sessions a week. At Rocklands, these two sessions are sometimes back to 
back to make more effective use of the time taken to access the village recreational field.  
 
At Great Ellingham School Class 4 attend swimming sessions for one term per year and Class 6 
participate in a series of water safety sessions for part of one term. At Rocklands School Key Stage 
Two access swimming for one term: the exact combination of year groups varies each year depending 
on cohort numbers.  
 
Equal Opportunities and Special Needs 
 
All children, regardless of race, religion, gender and ability, will be provided with equal opportunities 
to make good progress in all areas of the physical education curriculum. We strive hard to meet the 
needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts 
and talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to 
achieve this.  Lessons will be of equal interest and participation for both boys and girls. Intervention 
through School Support will lead to the formation of an SEN pupil profile which may include, as 
appropriate, specific actions relating to PE. 
 
Safety 
 
In all cases teachers use their own judgement and discretion according to the children’s level of 
confidence and ability. 
 

• Where appropriate children should be encouraged and taught how to prepare resources for the 
lesson. 

• Staff must check apparatus before children commence work on it. 



• Children must understand any potential dangers of the working environment and conduct 
themselves in a suitable manner. 

 
Children are expected to conduct themselves safely during PE lessons, to consider the floor surface 
and hazards.  The conduct of pupils should not put others at risk.  
 
Children at Rocklands School use the Village recreational field for some lessons. Pupils walk sensibly 
and safely on the road to this facility (specific road safety training has been provided for all staff). 
 
Where children are to participate in activities outside of the school, a risk assessment will be carried 
out prior to the activity, to ensure that the excursion is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
 
Kit 
 
Children should always be appropriately dressed for the activity they are going to undertake. 
 

• Gymnastics and Dance: Plain T-shirt and shorts, plimsolls or indoor trainers. 

• Summer games:  Plain t-shirt and shorts, trainers and socks.  Hat where appropriate. 

• Winter games:  Plain t-shirt, shorts/tracksuit bottoms and sweatshirt/tracksuit top, trainers and 
socks. 

• Swimming:  Trunks, swimming costume, swimming hat. 

• Children with long hair must have it tied back. 

• All jewellery must be removed where possible. Taping of earrings is at the discretion of the 
teacher. 

• All children should take an active role in the PE lesson.  When this is not possible, opportunity for 
participation as a referee, scorekeeper or observer/record keeper should be promoted. 

• Where a child has kit missing on a regular or repeated basis their class teacher, in association with 
the head teacher, will contact parents. 

 
Staff are expected to wear appropriate footwear and clothing, which acts as a positive role model for 
the children. 
 
Changing 
 
Teachers show sensitivity towards changing routines.  In the lower school, children get changed in the 
classroom with staff supervision.  In the upper school provision is made to separate the boys and girls 
who are supervised by an appropriate member of staff.  Provision is also made in specific, individual 
circumstances. 
 
Resources 
 
A specialist PE trained HLTA works across both schools delivering PE lessons and extra-curricular 
opportunities. Teachers may also teach PE lessons. 
 
Swimming sessions at both school take place at Thetford Leisure Centre. Both schools have poolside 
trained staff. 
 
Lesson planning and provision is supported with a range of resources, including Real PE and Complete 
PE. 
 



Both schools have access to a playground and school hall, which are used for physical education 
lessons where appropriate. Great Ellingham School use a playing field which is marked with a running 
track during the Summer term and sports pitches in the Autumn and Spring terms. Rocklands School 
has access to the pavilion playing field located some distance from the school.  This is used as 
appropriate. 
 
There is adequate and appropriate equipment for all areas, which is reviewed regularly and replaced 
and updated where appropriate. This equipment is supplemented with equipment from external 
coaches for some lessons. 
 
 
PE and Sports Premium 
 
Detailed information on how this is used in each year can be found on the school websites.  The 
federation has taken a decision to invest some of this funding into a cluster partnership led by 
Attleborough Academy Norfolk.  This creates many sports events and competitions for the cluster 
schools to participate in, and includes children from both Key Stages 1 and 2.   
 
The money is also used to fund transport and staffing for sports events, and to provide resources as 
and when required to supplement and enhance the curriculum for our pupils. At Great Ellingham 
School, some funding is used to develop the school grounds and sporting facilities available to pupils. 
At Rocklands School, funding is used to provide opportunities for pupils to access other sporting 
facilities where possible, including those at Great Ellingham School.  
 
Community Links 
 
We encourage parents to support their children in their fitness and well being routines.  This includes 
support of sporting events and teams. We aim to develop our relationships with community clubs to 
enhance our provision of Physical Education, and the opportunities of our pupils outside of school. 
 
Assessment 
 
Like all curriculum areas, physical education should be assessed.  This will take place in the form of: 

• Verbal feedback to the child from the teacher. 

• Peer feedback and support. 

• Informal observation and notes. 

• Pupil self-assessment and target setting. 

• Annual reports. 

• Subject coordinator monitoring. 
 

Pupils are encouraged to evaluate the work of themselves and their peers, and seek ways to improve 
their performance. 
 
Staff Continued Professional Development 
 
All staff are encouraged to take part in professional development to ensure secure subject knowledge, 
awareness of health and safety procedures and up to date knowledge. Staff should be comfortable 
and competent in the area of activity being taught. Staff should indicate where they feel they need 
support so that appropriate support can be given by either the subject leader or the PE Adviser 
through INSET. 
 



Subject Leadership 
 
The role of the subject leader is: 

• To lead and advise other members of staff in Physical Education activities. 

• To monitor planning and observe lessons as part of a rolling programme of policy review. 

• To supervise provision for the support of teachers and lessons and look to improve resources 
where and when possible. 

• To work closely with the SLT and SICC governors to ensure best use of the PE & Sport Premium. 

 
 

History 

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, 
from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and 
how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.  

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of 
ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past 
non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind. 

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry.’ 

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, 
analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, 
including written narratives and analyses. 

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to 
make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations 
of the past have been constructed. 

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: 
understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; 
between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between 
short- and long-term timescales. 

 
 
Key Skills 
 
 
In KS1 and KS2 there are five key elements or skills to be developed: 
 
1. Chronology. 
2. Range and depth of historical knowledge and understanding. 
3. Interpretations of history. 
4. Historical enquiry 
5. Organisation and communication. 
 



In KS1 and KS2 there are specific Programmes of Study to be followed. The key elements are closely 
related and should be developed through the Areas of Study, as appropriate. Not all the key 
elements need to be developed in each Area of Study. Due to an emphasis on the core subjects, 
teachers may not cover every aspect in the Areas of Study. Their main focus is to ensure coverage 
and progression of the key elements. 
 
 
Curriculum & Planning  
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
Children are taught to develop an awareness of their place within their family, past events in their 
own lives and changes that they have experienced. They are introduced to simple historical language 
and key concepts and skills appropriate to this age group. This learning is incorporated into the 
termly topics.  
 
 
Teaching and Learning of History 
 
 
A variety of approaches will be used to cater for differing learning styles-visual, auditory and 
kinaesthetic. 
• Whole class teaching  
• Fieldwork/visits (local and further) 
• Themed activity days in school 
• Use of reference books, artefacts, ICT 
• Atlases/maps/globes, pictures/photographs and other resources  
• Timelines  
• Individual/group/class projects  
• Classroom displays  
• Role play, drama and stories 
• Artwork/model making/ craftwork  
• Map work  
• Site and educational visits and visitors 
• Reflective questioning  
• Cause and effect  
 
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on 
examining historical artefacts and primary sources. Where appropriate, children are given the 
opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and 
talk about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise and value the importance of stories 
in history teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We 
focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and 
that they are encouraged to ask searching questions. 

  



 

Geography 
 
Aims 
 
We follow the national curriculum for geography which aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial 
and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these 
provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes. 

• Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of 
the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and 
change over time.  

• Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of 
fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes.  

• Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, 
aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems. (GIS)  

• Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, 
numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 
Curriculum & Planning  

 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

 
We teach Knowledge and Understanding of the World in the Reception Class as an integral part of 
the topic work covered during the year. Children develop their geographical skills from this area of 
learning through a combination of teacher directed and child initiated activities. 
 
Key Stage One – Please see Appendix for KS1 planning. 

 
Key Stage Two - Please see Appendix for KS2 planning. 
 
 
 
Teaching and Learning 
 
In working towards these aims the pupils will develop the following key skills: 
 

• Asking geographical questions 

• Understanding of geographical language. 

• Mapping skills. 

• Using a variety of instruments accurately, for example globes, maps and plans. 

• Communicating and recording findings in a variety of ways. 

• Organising and classifying ideas and information. 

• Using field work skills. 

• Using secondary sources of information, for example CD ROMs, photographs, videos and 
artefacts. 

• Using ICT to help in geographical investigations. 
 
 



Geography teaching focuses on developing the children’s core knowledge (facts, location, names, 
and vocabulary) and their sense of place (senses, emotions, values, opinions). There will be a variety 
of styles, including enquiry based research activities, asking and answering geographical questions, 
plus as much as possible experiencing ‘real’ geographical activities.  
 
 
 
Assessment and Monitoring 
 
 
Assessment of the children’s work, skills and knowledge will be made using: 
 

• Written work   

• Questions and answers 

• Whole class and group discussions  

• Discussion between individual children and the teacher 

• Observation 
 
All of this will be assessed against the learning objective for the lessons. This allows the teacher to 
make an annual assessment of progress for each child, as part of the child’s annual report to 
parents. 
 
A statement for this subject will be part of the annual report to parents. 
 
Work audits will be carried out by the Subject Co-ordinator and findings recorded. Feedback is then 
given to all members of staff. The Co-ordinator will also review medium-term plans, monitor displays 
and identify next steps for the subject. Areas for improvement and development will also be 
identified.  
 
 
Resources 
 
There is a wide range of resources available including Primary Source materials, books, artefacts, 
paintings, software, DVD packs and information packs. Resources are shared across the federation. 

 

Art 
 
Aims and objectives 

 
A high-quality art and design curriculum should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them 
with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and 
design. 
 
The aims of art and design teaching are to enable all children to:  
• produce creative work, exploring ideas and recording their experiences  
• develop their skills in drawing, painting, sculpture and other techniques  
• evaluate and analyse the work of others  
• know about great artists, craft makers and designers and understand their art forms 
 



 
Teaching and learning style 

 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in art and design lessons. We ensure that the act of 

investigating and making something includes exploring and developing ideas, and evaluating and 

developing work. Teachers may draw attention to good examples of individual work as models for the 

other children. They encourage children to evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of 

others, and say what they think and feel about them. Children also have the opportunity to use a wide 

range of materials and resources, including ICT. 
 
 
Art and design curriculum planning 

 
 Art and design is often taught and used within other areas of the curriculum, and to support 

and enhance the work done within the topics planned. 

 
 We plan the activities in art and design so that they build upon the prior learning of the 

children. There is an increasing challenge for the children as they move through the school. 
 
 The art and design subject leader is responsible for monitoring and reviewing planning. 
 

 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

 
 We teach art and design in Reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the 
year. In the Early Years Foundation Stage, art and design contributes to a child’s development in the 
area of expressive arts and design. 

 
We provide rich, imaginative and enjoyable indoor and outdoor environments in which we encourage 
and value creativity. 
 
Teaching art and design to children with special educational needs 

 
 At our school we teach art and design to all children, whatever their ability. Art and design is 

an integral part of the school curriculum and supports the provision of a balanced education 
for all children. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s 
attainment and progress against expectations. 

 
 When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have SEN. Our 

assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, 
teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to 
enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the 
child’s needs. 

 
 Intervention will lead to the creation of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with 
SEN. 
 

 
 
 
 



Assessment and recording 

 
Teachers assess children’s work in art and design by making informal judgements as they observe 
them during lessons. The attainment of each child is assessed using multiple-choice tests.  
 

 
Resources 

 
There are a wide range of resources available for the use of all staff in the school. Classrooms may 
have a range of basic resources, but the majority of equipment is stored in specific areas around the 
school. 

 
Teachers always teach the safe use of tools and equipment and risk assessments may be carried out 
in accordance with our Health and Safety policy. Resources are regularly checked for safety and 
relevance and new items may be purchased as needed. 
 

 
Monitoring and review 

 
The art and design subject leader is responsible for keeping an overview of the standard of children’s 
work and for the quality of teaching. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting 
colleagues, being informed about current developments and providing a strategic lead and direction 
for the subject in the school. They also ensure that resources are available and order new or 
replacement items when appropriate. The art and design subject leader is responsible for making a 
contribution to the School Workbook, indicating priorities for the future and areas for improvement. 

 

 
Design & Technology 
 
Aims and objectives 
 
Design and technology prepares children to take part in the development of tomorrow’s rapidly 
changing world. Creative thinking encourages children to make positive changes to their quality of life. 
The subject encourages children to become autonomous and creative problem-solvers, both as 
individuals and as part of a team. This allows them to reflect on and evaluate present and past design 
and technology, its uses and its impacts. 

 
The aims of design and technology are: 

 
• To develop imaginative thinking in children and to enable them to talk about what they 

like and dislike when designing and making; 
 

• To enable children to talk about how things work and to draw, model and write about 
their ideas; 

 
• To encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques for making a product, 

whilst following safe procedures; 
 

• To encourage children to use the correct vocabulary and terminology when designing, 
making and evaluating their products; 

• To explore attitudes towards the ‘made’ world and how we live and work within it; 
 

• To develop an understanding of technological processes, products and their manufacture, 
as well as their contribution to our society; 



• To foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making. 

 
Teaching and learning style 
 
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in design and technology lessons. The 
principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in design and technology. 
Teachers ensure that the children apply their knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, 
planning and making products and then evaluating them. We do this through a mixture of whole-class 
teaching and individual/group activities. Within lessons, we give children the opportunity both to work 
on their own and to collaborate with others, listening to other children’s ideas and treating these with 
respect. Children critically evaluate existing products, their own work and that of others. They have 
the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, including ICT. 

 
In all classes there are children of differing ability. We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning 
opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We 
achieve this through a range of strategies: 

• Setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of results; 
• Setting tasks of varying difficulty, enabling all children to work to their full potential; 
• Grouping children as appropriate to the task; 
• Providing a range of challenges using different resources; 
• Using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small groups; 

 
• Relating the designing and making process to other areas of the curriculum (particularly 

English and Maths) and to everyday life. 

 
Design and technology curriculum planning 
 
We plan the activities in design and technology so that they build upon the prior learning of the 
children. We give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. 

 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 
We encourage the development of skills, knowledge and understanding that help reception children 
make sense of their world as an integral part of the school’s work. As the reception class is part of the 
EYFS of the National Curriculum, we relate the development of the children’s knowledge and 
understanding of the world to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals. This learning forms 
the foundations for later work in design and technology. We provide a range of experiences that 
encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, critical thinking and discussion. These activities, 
indoors and outdoors, attract the children’s interest and curiosity. 

 
Teaching design and technology to children with SEND 
 
At our school we teach design and technology to all children, whatever their ability. Design and 
technology forms an essential part of the school curriculum, enabling us to provide a broad and 
balanced education for all children. We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities 
involved in learning design and technology. 

 
Assessment and recording 
 
Teachers assess children’s work in design and technology by making assessments as they observe 
them working during lessons. They record the progress that children make by assessing the children’s 
work against the learning objectives for their lessons. This allows the teacher to make an annual 
assessment of progress for each child, as part of the child’s annual report to parents. 

 
 
Resources 
 



Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of design and technology across the 
school. 

 
Health and safety (see also the Health & Safety Policy) 
 
The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject. Risk assessments are 
carried out for each activity. 

 
Monitoring and review 
 
The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in design and 
technology is the responsibility of the design and technology subject leader. The work of the subject 
leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of design and technology, being informed 
about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the 
subject in the school. 
 

 

Music 
 
Aims and objectives 
 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. We provide 
opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to 
appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of 
music. 
 
The aims of music teaching are to enable all children to: 

 
• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical     
periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians  
• learn to sing and use their voices 
• have the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument 
• to use technology appropriately 
• to create and compose music on their own and with others 
• understand and explore how music is created 
 

 
Teaching and learning style 
 
We aim to make music an enjoyable learning experience and encourage children to participate in a 
variety of musical activities. We provide opportunities for all children to sing and to listen to and 
appreciate different styles and genres of music. We teach them the skills of recognising and 
commenting on pulse, pitch, rhythm, timbre, dynamics and texture in music. We provide 
opportunities for children to work with others to make music and show how individuals compose and 
organise music. We also begin to teach them some of the features of musical notation and to develop 
an understanding of the history of music. 
 

 
Additional music teaching 
 
Children are offered the opportunity to learn to play an instrument with a peripatetic music teacher. 
Peripatetic music teaching is organised by the Local Education Authority’s Music Service. Parents who 
want their children to participate make a contribution towards the cost of lessons. 
 

 



Music curriculum planning 
 
Music is often taught and used within other areas of the curriculum, and to support and enhance the 
work done within the topics planned. A wide range of resources is available to support music teaching. 
We give pupils the opportunity to appreciate a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music. 
The music subject leader is responsible for monitoring and reviewing planning. 
 

 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 
We teach music in Reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. In 
the Early Years Foundation Stage, music contributes to a child’s development in the area of expressive 
arts and design. 
 
Teaching music to children with special educational needs (SEN) 
 
At our school we teach music to all children, whatever their ability. Music forms part of the school 
curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Assessment against the 
National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expectations. 
When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have SEN. We look at a 
range of factors, including classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and 
differentiation, so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn 
more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 
 

 

Assessment and recording 
 
Teachers assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them during 
lessons. Additional evidence may be gained during school performances or other relevant events, and 
may be presented in the form of recordings or photographs. The attainment of each child is assessed 
using multiple-choice quizzes. 
 

 

Resources 
 
There are a wide range of resources available for the use of all staff in the school. We keep these 
resources in a central store. They are regularly checked for safety and relevance and new resources 
may be purchased as needed. Risk assessments may be carried out according to the activity planned. 
 

 

Monitoring and review 
 
The music subject leader is responsible for keeping an overview of the standard of children’s work and 
for the quality of teaching. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues, being 
informed about current developments and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in 
the school. The music subject leader is responsible for making a contribution to the school’s Evaluation 
and Improvement Workbook, indicating current performance and identifying critical issues and steps 
for success. 
 

 
 

 

 

PSHE 
 
Aims and objectives 



 
The aims of personal, social and health education are to enable the children to: 

 
• know and understand what constitutes a healthy lifestyle; 
• be aware of safety issues; 
• understand what makes for good relationships with others; 
• have respect for others; 
• be independent and responsible members of the school community; 
• be positive and active members of a democratic society; 

 
• develop self-confidence and self-esteem, and make informed choices 

regarding personal and social issues; 
 

• develop good relationships with other members of the school and 
the wider community.  

• take part in a range of practical activities that promote active citizenship 
 
 

Planning for PSHE  
We teach PSHE in a variety of ways. A large part of the PSHE curriculum is met through our religious 
education lessons. We also develop PSHE through activities and whole-school events. We offer 
children the opportunity to hear a variety of visiting speakers, who we invite into the school to talk 
about their role in creating a positive and supportive local community. We offer a residential visit 
to Kingswood Outdoor Centre in Key Stage 2, where there is a particular focus on developing pupils’ 
self esteem and giving them opportunities to develop leadership and co-operative skills. 

 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage  
We teach PSHE in reception class as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year 
through the Early Learning Goals (ELGs). 

 
 

PSHE SEN (Special Educational Needs)  
At our school we teach PSHE to all children, whatever their ability. PSHE forms part of the school 
curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all children. Through our PSHE 
teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress by setting 
suitable learning challenges and responding to differing needs. 
Monitoring and review 

 
The PSHE subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of children’s work and the 
quality of teaching. The subject leader supports colleagues in the teaching of PSHE, by giving them 
information about current developments in the subject and by providing a strategic lead and 
direction for the subject in the school. 

 
PSHE Policy – Usage, Monitoring and Review 

 
This policy will be used as guidance by all staff, monitored by the Deputy Headteacher and 
reviewed in line with the Governors agreed policy schedule. 

 

RE & Collective Worship 
 
Aims and objectives  



At the Federation of Great Ellingham & Rocklands Primary Schools we develop the children’s 
knowledge and understanding of all major world religions, and we address the fundamental questions 
in life. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge 
and understanding. We help the children learn from religions as well as about religions. 

 
The aims of religious education are to help children: 

 
• develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences  
• develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious  
• tradition  
• be able to reflect on and respond to their own experiences  
• develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate cultural differences  
• develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned judgements 

about religious issues  
• have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society 

 

 

The legal position of religious education  
Our school curriculum for religious education meets all legal requirements, which stipulate that 

religious education is compulsory for all children, including those in the reception class who are less 

than five years old. Parents can withdraw their child(ren) from religious education classes if they wish, 

although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the Headteacher. 

When a pupil is withdrawn the school will provide alternative arrangements. Teachers can refuse to 

teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of their intention to the 

Headteacher. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, 

moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school RE curriculum is 

based on the Norfolk LA Agreed Syllabus and it meets all the requirements set out in that document. 

The RE syllabus reflects the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian 

and that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of other major 

religions. 
 

 
Teaching and learning style  
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE allows 

children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and concepts 

mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their 

spiritual 
growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own views and values in relation 
to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum.  
Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and extend 
their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We use their experiences of religious 
festivals to develop their religious thinking. We organise visits to local places of worship and invite 
representatives of local religious groups to come into school and talk to the children. 

 
Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and also 
compare the religious views of different faith groups. Children discuss religious and moral issues in 
various group situations, sometimes using ICT to support this. Sometimes they prepare presentations 
and share these with other members of the school in assemblies. 

 



We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so 
we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the 
ability of the child. 
 

 

Curriculum planning in religious education  
We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the Norfolk LA Agreed Syllabus. We 
ensure that the topics studied in religious education build upon prior learning. We offer opportunities 
for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the 
planned progression built into the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they 
move through the school. Planning for religious education is carried out at long, medium and short 
term phases. We teach religious education topics in conjunction with other subjects, especially at Key 
Stage 1 and the Early Years Foundation Stage. In Key Stage 2 we place an increasing emphasis on 
independent study of religious themes and topics. 
 

 

Teaching religious education to children with SEN  
All pupils have access to the full range of activities involved in learning religious education. 
 

 

Assessment and Recording  
Children’s work in religious education is assessed by making informal judgements as we observe them 
during lessons. Work is marked once it has been completed using the school’s agreed marking policy 
and comments made as necessary. A multiple choice quiz is carried out at the end of each unit to 
support assessments.  
 

 

Monitoring and review  
The RE Subject Leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’s work and the 
quality of the teaching in religious education. They are also responsible for supporting colleagues in 
the teaching of religious education and being informed about the latest initiatives in the subject. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Languages 
 

 
Introduction  
In our school we teach a Primary Language to all KS2 children as part of the normal school curriculum. 

We do this for several reasons. Learning a language enriches the curriculum. It provides excitement, 



enjoyment and challenge for children and teachers. It helps to create enthusiastic learners and to 

develop positive attitudes to language learning throughout life. Language lies at the heart of ideas 

about individual identity and community and learning another language can do a great deal to shape 

children’s ideas in this critical area as well as giving them a new perspective on their own language. 

We believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another language. Also we believe that 

the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the language in question is acquired. We 

also believe that it is a good idea to introduce a new language to children when they are at primary 

school, as they tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development. 

It is widely believed that the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the learning of other 

foreign languages later in life. 

 
Aims and objectives  
The National Curriculum for Languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 

• Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 
sources  

• Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

• Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety 
of grammatical structures that they have learned  

• Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied 

 
At West Winch Primary School, we also aim: 

 
• To foster an interest in learning other languages  
• To introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun  
• To make young children aware that language has structure, and that the structure 

differs from one language to another  
• To help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries;  
• To develop their speaking and listening skills  
• To lay the foundations for future study 

 
These objectives are met using the 5 strands of; 

 
• Oracy (speaking and listening)  
• Literacy (reading and writing) 
• Intercultural understanding (Insight into the people, culture and traditions of other 

countries)  
• Knowledge about language (increasing understanding of how language works)  
• Language learning strategies (e.g. singing, miming, repetition) 

 
Organisation  
We teach Primary Languages to children in KS2 for up to 60 minutes a week. This is usually divided 
into relatively short sessions; a combination of dedicated language lessons and teaching the language 
for ‘real-life’ purposes. The class teacher teaches the foreign language using mainly specialist 
resources enhanced with resources from other sources. We teach Spanish to children in Lower KS2 
and French to those in Upper KS2. 

 



The intention is that Spanish and French are not taught in isolation, but rather in a cross-curricular 
manner. As well as relating conventions of the additional language (i.e. speech, grammar, etc.), to 
those of English, other curriculum areas such as Maths, History and Geography (in the forms of class 
topics), Art/DT, PE, RE and Music are covered also. This supports the NC and School aims set out above, 
whilst also providing interactive ways of meeting the 5 strands of oracy, literacy, intercultural 
understanding, knowledge about language and language learning strategies. 

 
The Curriculum  
Pupils should be taught to:  

• Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 
responding  

• Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes, and link the 
spelling, sound and meaning of words  

• Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek clarification and help  

• Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  
• Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they 

are reading aloud of using familiar words and phrases  
• Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  
• Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  
• Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  
• Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  
• Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express 

ideas clearly  
• Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  
• Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including 

(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-
frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

 
At the end of each two year course, the children will be able to understand simple spoken and written 
language, to speak aloud and take part in short conversations and to write simple sentences. They will 
understand features of different cultures as well as their similarities and differences with life in the 
UK. Moreover, the children will have an idea about how languages work and how to learn them. This 
is in preparation for Key Stage 3 and later life, whether Spanish and French are continued and/or 
whether other languages are learned. 
 
Teaching and Learning Style  
We base the teaching on the guidance material in the National Curriculum in England. We have 

adapted this to the context of our school and the abilities of our children. We use a variety of 

techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement in the Primary language: these 

include games, role-play and songs. We often use puppets and soft toys to demonstrate the foreign 

language, and we use native speakers in the classroom, interactive whiteboard resources, in order to 

expose the children to more than one voice in the foreign language. We frequently use mime to 

accompany new vocabulary in the foreign language, as this serves to demonstrate the foreign 

language without the need for translation. We emphasise the listening and speaking skills as well as 

the reading and writing skills. We make literature – stories, songs, poems and rhymes – written in the 

language available to the children so they can see it in its original nature and learn from it. We also 

use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we try to introduce a physical element 



into some of the games, as we believe that this serves to reinforce memory. We make the lessons as 

entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this approach serves to develop a positive 

attitude in the children to the learning of Primary languages. We build children’s confidence through 

constant praise for any contribution they make in the taught language, however tentative. 

 
Teaching a Primary Language to Children with SEN  
At our school we teach a foreign language to all children in Key Stage 2, whatever their ability. Through 

our languages teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We 

do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s individual needs. We 

enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning a primary language. 

 
Assessment  
We assess the children in order to ensure that they make good progress in this subject. We do this 
informally during the lessons. The school uses the five strategy strands to evaluate the progress of 
each child in: 

 

• Oracy  
• Literacy  
• Intercultural understanding  
• Knowledge about language  
• Language learning strategies 

 
At the end of each academic term, we conduct informal Teacher Assessments to gauge children’s 

language attainment and progress. These documents are retained by the class teacher and by the 

subject leader so that, each term, a whole-school review can be conducted into the children’s 

attainment and progress. 

 
Monitoring and review  
We monitor teaching and learning in the same way as we do all the other courses that we teach in the 
school. The headteacher also reports to the governing body on Primary Languages. The school also 
liaises with the local secondary schools, using the transfer documents, so that they are aware of the 
Primary language experience of our children when they move to the next phase of their education. 

 

 


