
 

24.6.2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Governors are acutely aware of the confusion which has surrounded the roles expected of schools during the period from 

March 20th, after which they closed to all pupils except the most vulnerable or children of key workers. In order to maintain 

appropriate provision for these pupils, our Executive Head has continued to work through what normally would have been 

the Easter and half-term holidays.  

Arrangements were put in place safely to accommodate the relatively small number still attending school, while teachers 

worked from home to set and monitor work for the vast majority of children, not permitted to attend school. Teachers 

needing to care for their own children, whilst also working hard to keep in contact with their pupils, obviously face additional 

challenges. Instances where children and parents have not responded to email or telephone contact have added to the 

challenge. 

Stringent new guidance on the precautions to be imposed for Coronavirus, have flooded into schools. This guidance led to 

the decision to keep Rocklands School closed because the buildings cannot accommodate the social distancing requirements, 

with Great Ellingham catering for all eligible pupils within our Federation.  

From 1st June, English primary schools were permitted to take in reception, year 1 and year 6 pupils, under the strictest 

guidelines, maintaining 2 metre social distancing at all times and working in isolated bubbles holding a maximum of 15 pupils, 

dependant on classroom space available. At each stage Mrs Dekker has shared with governors her carefully prepared 

arrangements, to allow the Senior Management Team to fulfil their “Duty of Care” to the children, which governors fully 

support.  

Parents were under no compulsion to submit their children to these conditions. Over the last few weeks some parents, who 

have now sought to send their eligible children back, have been disappointed to find that the bubbles are now full.  The 

school has 7 bubbles in operation housed in the classrooms and hall and is running at full capacity. The school will continue 

to run in this manner until the government changes the rule for schools and there will be no automatic change with the 

government move to reduce the social distancing from 2 metres to one metre plus. Classrooms still need to allow for space 

for the adults to operate at a safe distance, use of toilet facilities still need to be distanced and all fire exits need to remain 

clear of furniture. 

The pressures placed on schools have been unprecedented. Mrs Dekker and Mr Richards are proud of the contributions 

made by all members of staff, some of whom face shielding needs of their own. 

Governors appreciate the extraordinary challenges faced by children and their families in these exceptional times but wish to 

reassure everyone that the Federation is doing everything possible to support and accommodate our pupils and will continue 

to do so as circumstances develop. 

Yours faithfully, on behalf of the governors, 

  

                                                  

 

Hugh Collier                                     Dave Jones 

(Joint Chair of Federation Governors)                                (Joint Chair of Federation Governors)                                                               

 


